Now and again some of us like to spend
spare time visiting houses and gardens
that have been passed down through
many generations and maybe watching
period dramas such as Downton Abbey.
History, the way things were, seem to
connect us with the past. It's hard to
contemplate relinquishing our ties with
our own homes after devoting years
turning them into our ‘castles.

The dreams encapsulated in our

own home grew through the years against an ever-changing
kaleidoscope of memories and family circumstances. The years flew
by, our house evolved, the garden changed direction many times,
and our personal roots grew ever deeper. Eventually we reached
the place where, backs aching, knees creaking and with seemingly
acres of paint-work and gardening beckoning, the prospect of
‘Downsizing'loomed before us. Though hard to let go, the decision
became inevitable.

Happily, we are now still able to drive by “our”house without
experiencing severe pangs of deprivation: just maybe the curtains
don't look quite right, or the shrub border needs pruning! Yet,
somehow there is a strange feeling of having deserted an old
friend! To compensate, we can now look out on our neat communal
garden where someone else meticulously stripes the lawn and, of
course, in the case of severe withdrawal symptoms, something can
always be found to gladden the heart of a compulsive weeder!

Musical Concert

You are invited to a musical concert on 9 January at 7:30 p.m. Music
needs no translation so you can all enjoy a journey through the
centuries in the grand halls of Vienna , the beautiful countryside of
Poland, the city with a white frost snow in Moscow and the warm
sun of Spain. It will be a delightful evening full of passionate and
exciting music played by Victoria Balan and Minyoung Bae.

Concert of Vocal Music

Paul and his friends will present a concert for all the family on 23
February at 7:30 p.m. Paul Lee is well known to viewers of Songs of
Praise on television as he has appeared regularly with the London
Adventist Chorale, the Adventist Vocal Ensemble and the male
quartet, Teserra. Paul sang in the Classical concert at Buckingham
Palace for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and has also sung for the
Princess Royal.

The Toy Service

has become one

of those traditions

that brings a warm

glow to everyone

who takes part.

It has become a

tradition for the

Mayor of Watford

to be represented

at the Toy service

to receive them

on behalf of the Social Services of Watford. This year we welcome
lan and Jan Brown Councillors of Watford Borough Council and also
Richard Harrington MP for Watford. A highlight of the occasion is the
procession of children bringing their gifts of toys. You are warmly

invited to come to the Toy Service on Saturday 8 December at 11am.

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols at 6:30 pm
Christmas Day 10:30am Christmas Day message

Do you know that we have a
Christmas edition of the Soup Run?
Volunteers hand out special bags
containing a Christmas card with a
personal message, roast chicken or |
turkey sandwiches (or veg. option),
mince pie, plus some personal
grooming items.

The average life expectancy of someone sleeping rough is currently
42 years and despite the efforts of governments and charitable
organisations, rough sleeping is on the increase. It is sometimes seen

as part of life in a big city but the reality is clear — it is a human tragedy.

Last year 3673 people were seen rough sleeping in the Capital (1in 10

were females). The Stanborough
Soup Run volunteers meet with

rough sleepers on London’s north

and south bank every Friday
evening. We still find many who

- need blankets, clothing and who

*are grateful for a hot drink and
good quality food.
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Wwhat Do You Do With Christmas?

Mem, Church
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stanboroughparkmessy.wix.com/messy-church

Local Couple Celebrate to
Years of &arriage

Charitable Rctivities

Diar1 Dates

Who Do You Think You Are?




